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The Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Honorable Sir: 

Prior to examining the above-identified Application on its merits, please amend the 
Application as follows: 

NS \ S Please cancel original claims 1-44 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Please substitute newly added claims 45-141. Applicants have provided a new set of 
claims to the Examiner to simplify the examii\ation process. Specifically, while many of the 
"newly added" claims are substantially the same as originally pending claims 1- 44, the 
ordering and grouping of the claims has been changed. 
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I hereby certify that this transmittal is being deposited with the U. S. P< 
The Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, on 

Date: Sy/V/ 2^o) _ ^^- St g ir dUiie. 

August 14,2001 




ice as First Class^Mail in an envelope addressed to; 
;e below: 



Deborah A. Facciolo 
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Also attached to the Preliminary Amendment, please find a Supplemental Information 
Disclosure Statement with attached references. 

Should the Examiner have any questions regarding any of these documents, the 
Examiner is invited to telephone Applicants' undersigned representative. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Mark G. Mortenson 
Reg. No. 31,182 



The Law Offices of Mark G. Mortenson 

Post Office Box 310 

North East, MD 29101-0301 USA 

Tel: 410-287-8795 

Fax:410-287-5046 
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